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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent hi the United States. 

2. Claims 32-34 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Chen 
(U.S. 6,590,848). 

As to claim 32, Chen discloses in figures 3, 7 and 8 an avionic instrument mounting 
system, comprising: a first mounting frame ("front panel" 24) adapted for mounting to an avionic 
mounting surface, the first mounting frame ("front panel" 24) presenting a first mounting surface 
aligned in a first plane and a second mounting surface aligned in a second plane substantially 
parallel to the first plane; wherein the first mounting surface includes a first pair of substantially 
parallel flanges (see a pair of "vertical flanges"/(vertical sidewalls of 24)) and the second 
mounting surface includes a second pair of substantially parallel flanges (see a pair of 
"horizontal flanges"/(horizontal sidewalls of 24)) aligned at approximately ninety degrees to the 
first pair of flanges (vertical sidewalls of 24); and a second mounting frame ("cage" 22) coupled 
to the first mounting surface for securing an electronic module ("storage device" 30, figure 7) to 
the first mounting frame (24). 

As to claim 33, Chen discloses in figures 3, 7 and 8 an avionic instrument mounting 
system, wherein a cross-section of the second mounting frame ("cage" 22) includes a long axis 
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and a short axis, and wherein the second mounting frame (22) is coupled to the first mounting 
frame (24) with the long axis oriented vertically (see figure 7). 

As to claim 34, Chen discloses in figures 3, 7 and 8an avionic instrument mounting 
system, wherein the flanges (vertical sidewalls of 24) of the first mounting surface are 
substantially vertically aligned and the flanges (horizontal sidewalls of 24) of the second 
mounting surface are substantially horizontally aligned. 

As to claim 36, Chen discloses in figures 3, 7 and 8 an avionic instrument mounting 
system, wherein the first mounting frame ("front panel" 24) provides a horizontal range of 
mounting locations along which the second mounting frame ("cage" 22) may be coupled thereto 
(see figures 2-3 and 7-8). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
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invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S. C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S. C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S. C. 103(a). 

4. Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chen (U.S. 
6,590,848) in view of Moss et al (U.S. 6,144,549). 

As to claim 35, Chen does not disclose a display unit located directly in front of the first 
mounting frame, the display unit having a vertical range of mounting locations with along the 
first mounting frame. 

Moss et al discloses in figure 2 a display unit (240) located directly in front of a mounting 
frame (200), the display unit (240) having a vertical range of mounting locations with along the 
mounting frame (200). It should be noted that: the display unit 240 is coupled to the mounting 
frame 200 via hinges 270 which include a vertical range of mounting locations when the frame 
200 is vertically rotated. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the mounting system of Chen by having a 
display unit located directly in front of the first mounting frame, and the display unit having a 
vertical range of mounting locations with along the first mounting frame as taught by Moss et al 
for providing a flat panel display module for the PC/ "computer system". 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 37-43 are allowed. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record and to the examiner's knowledge does not teach or render obvious, 
at least to the skilled artisan, the instant invention regarding an avionic instrument mounting 
system comprising: a first mounting frame having a first mounting surface including a first pair 
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of substantially parallel flanges and a second mounting surface including a second pair of 
substantially parallel flanges aligned at approximately ninety degrees to the first pair of flanges; 
and a display unit located directly in front of the first mounting frame; particularly characterized 
by having a second mounting frame operable to be at least partially inserted within the first 
mounting frame to secure an electronic module at least partially within the first mounting frame 
such that the secured electronic module is at least partially covered by the display unit, as recited 
in independent claims 37 and 38. Claims 39-43 are dependent upon independent claim 38. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 32-36 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
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will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to THANH Y. TRAN whose telephone number is (571)272-21 10. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9-6:30pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thao X. Le can be reached on (571) 272-1708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IT. Y. T.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2892 
/Phuc T Dang/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2892 
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